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On Tree Life Forms
Calistoga, CA

February 22, 2008
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Benicia, CA
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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE:

It appears obvious that fall is upon us, leaves turning color, blow-
ing off in the wind, mixed with the smell of wood smoke and shorter
days. In Northern California, we have been blessed with very nice
weather this year, allowing for great working conditions. Unfortunately
it isn’t going to be long until the poor weather gets here. With winter we
will have high winds, days of persistent rain, and colder temperatures.
This will yield to less than ideal working conditions, and potentially un-
safe scenarios.

I remember around this time of the year, our safety meeting top-
ics would begin to incorporate working in wet weather. Wet weather re-
quires various changes; every type of work has its own. I feel like the
most important changes necessary for safety are those affecting your
mindset. Itis very important to realize that when the environment is
wet, everything gets heavier, the ground gets softer, surfaces become
slippery, etc. The same work pace that you carry in good weather may
need to slow down a bit to avoid dangerous mistakes.

Don’t forget about all of the holidays on their way. It can be very
easy to get consumed by the season, thoughts of days off coming up,
maybe some out of town plans with family. There are many things that
can distract us this time of year, pulling our attention from the tasks at
hand. We all know from experience that on a perfect day, when all the
equipment is running great, you feel good and the job is carrying on
without a hitch, that all it takes is one small distraction to cause a near
death experience. Think about how much greater the likelihood is on a
day with bad conditions and having your mind consumed with thoughts
of the holidays.

I was always told that there are no rewind buttons in life. We all

(Continued on page 2)
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. ...

want our mistakes to be small and easy to
learn from, yet there are still very grave acci-
dents that occur. Itis probably not a bad
idea to always have that “what if?” attitude.
Anticipate and prepare for the worst case
scenario. When the work day is over, you
can let your mind relax a little, be cautious
not let your guard down on the job. I hope
everyone has a great holiday season and may
it only rain at night. Ilook forward to seeing
all of you at an upcoming workshop/event.

Work safe and enjoy the season.

Fredrick Frey
President
California Arborists Association

TREASURERS
REPORT

1st Annual Golf Tournament
BIG SUCCESS!

With the dedicated efforts of two CAA families the
Abrojena’s & the Traverso’s fun was had by all at
the Golf Tournament! With mulligans, prizes,
sponsors, golfers & vendors

on site the CAA took in 28

$2,158 profit to be put to-

wards our NEW TRAILER

supplies and gear.

THANK YOU!"!

This website helps you rid your mailbox of
(only) unwanted catalogs, free of charge, and
shows you why that's a good idea. 1 thought
we could all use a little less useless paper to

throw away ... and save a few trees!

www.catalogchoice.org/#environmentalfacts

From Fran Gardner
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California Arborists Association, Inc.

2007 Financial Statement
January 1—November 30, 2007

(a detailed version will be available in January)

Income $47,141.87

(membership & registrations)

Expenses:
Administration
Advertising $ 1,071.92
Bank Charges $ 160.04
Dues/Subscriptions $ 252.26
Insurance $ 900.00
Professional Fees $ 2,852.57
Meals (catering) $ 6,536.56
Merchant Svcs $ 521.27
Office Expenses $ 403.92
Promotional (flyers)$ 2,780.66
Rentals $ 72.00
Repair (dummy) $ 43.16
Stationary/Printing $ 1,403.65
Taxes/Licenses  $ 25.50
Telephone $ 237.58
Travel $ 532.00

$12,125.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $29,918.09

Net Income $17,223.78

Note: We had an exceptional year due to the
Tree Biology program organized by Phil Evans
and Co-Sponsored with the Western Chapter
ISA—this alone gave us over $11,000.00!!!
Thank You Phil and all of the VOLUNTEER
speakers that made the program a huge suc-
cess. A continuation of the topic is being of-
fered once again March 28, 2008 @ SFSU.

Respectfully submitted by Denise Hodge




College of the Woods Series

Members In Motion

In Cooperation with the CAA, members Paul Du-
bois, Joseph Schneider along with Stephanie Jarvis,
Mycologist will be offering a monthly look into the
world of Fungi, Moss & Lichen with “On Tree Life
Forms—The Good, The Bad, The Beautiful” —
Identifying Hazards In the Field.

Formatted in an intimate setting in the beautiful
town of Calistoga—Of the Woods Tree Care has a
newly finished facility with a conference/meeting
room holding up to 25 people—providing the perfect
back drop to discovering new concepts and ideas into
this fascinating subject.

Open to a broad spectrum of audiences, from crew
formen/climbers to Arborists alike—this program will
provide basic yet valuable hands-on educational and
safety information format covering anatomy & physi-
ology of trees, mulching & happy ecosystems, fungi
life cycles & physiology, pathogenic vs saprotrophic vs
mycorrhizal, aggressive pathogenic fungi

Being offered each month due to room size - first
come / first served. Pick the date that’s right for you!

February 9, 2008
March 8, 2008
April 12, 2008
May 24, 2008

Cost is $115 to CAA members / $130 non-members.
Lunch is provided and ISA CEU’s applied for.

Watch for the flyers to be out shortly, contact the
CAA office for more information or to reserve your
spot!

2007 Tour Des Trees—Tree Fund

Denise, thanks to you and the CAA for the gener-
ous donation towards the Tour Des Trees. Doug
Anderson did a great job and the Western Chapter
members in stop-off points were great hosts. I had
a superb ride on my virgin tour and plan to do it
again. As a preliminary, the 80 riders raised about

$320,000, so far.

It was great seeing parts of California from the
bike and I made many new friends along the way.

Thanks again, and I'll see some of you soon,

Gordon Mann

The Leaf Catcher
I caught a leaf today.

A gust of wind
shook the old oak

and blew the last few
leaves down.

Arms up,
hands cupped,
I ran to meet it
in mid air.

Green and gold,
its puzzle-shape
rested in my palm.

[ held the morning’s wind,
the old oak’s letting go,
the season’s message

from the sky.

I caught a leaf today.

Karen Laslo 12/07 (
Submitted by Denice Britton 2 3!
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New Members 2007— Welcome to:

Cheryl Cole
Labat’'s Tree Care—Martinez

Diane Duran
Duran Tree Service—Burbank

Paul S. Good
Paul’'s Tree Service—Dixon

Andrew Merriss—Santa Rosa

Kanani Morris
Tree Frog Tree Service—Santa Rosa

Mike Petrovich
Absolute Best Care—Concord

Gene Snyder
Britton Tree Services—St. Helena

John Suazo
A-1 Suazo Landscaping—Healdsburg

Michael Victor—Sonora

Daniel Weise
Weise Choice Tree Svcs—Waterbury CT

THANK YOU Nominations for 2008 Board Members

2008 Membership Dues out in January via

FOR YOUR SUPPORT e-mail or snail mail

We take Credit Cards

CAA Membership is just $45 per year. Board approved remake of the Member-

There are many ways to get involved. ship Directory—watch for it!

THANK YOU 2007 Board of Directors—we

can’t do this without you!

hand in the growth and changes Board approved new workshop handouts/
within the tree care industry. brochures, stickers to be made—any vol-

unteers?

Be a part of a great team that has a




CAA CLIMBING INVITATIONAL

The CAA conducted its sixth annual climbing invitational at Doyle Park in Santa Rosa, CA, on October
13" and 14™. With rain leading up to the event, the good weather broke through just in time, yielding a
beautiful competition for the weekend. We tried a different format for the events. Instead of holding pre-
liminary events on a single day, we separated the events over two days and ended with the Masters Chal-
lenge on Sunday afternoon. It was our most successful climbing invitational yet. We had 24 competitors
from all over the State, including two female competitors — a first for us!

The park was filled with vendors and industry support, ranging from climbing equipment providers to
stump grinders and chippers. The weekend offered something to everyone in the industry. It was a great
networking opportunity as well as a time to catch up with all of the friends that | hadn’t seen since the West-
ern Chapter’s TCC in Arizona, not to mention some new ones.

As with any event like this, success depends upon the support of volunteers, vendors, coordinators and
participants. With that said, | would term this year’s event a great success!

This year’s event was overseen and coordinated by Chad Brey (2006 WCTCC Champion and CAA Sec-
retary), and formatted in accordance with the International Society of Arboriculture ITCC Guidelines, mak-
ing it that much more detail-oriented in the scoring methods, thus placing greater demands/responsibility on
the judges and volunteers.

The California Arborists Association wishes to extend its extreme gratitude to each and every person
who volunteered their time and energy to make this year’s event the best ever!

A big thank you to Lisa Ward Grant and Howard Wilson, Santa Rosa Recreation and Parks Department
— Tree Division, for the use of Doyle Park and the resources they made available to assist with the event.
Additional assistance was provided by members of the tree crew: Drew Ramsay, Doug Waits, James Norris,
Mesfun Tekle and Ron Clark.

From Tree Tech in Sacramento, we had Lori Petersen, Ruben Luna, Victor Romero and Antonio
Villanueva. Jesse Sanchez from APS made the trip all the way from Arizona to help. Robert Phillips, Frans
Smith, Chris Llata (CAA VP), Bob Bennett and Phillip Ruiz (up from southern California); Lori Kunkle,
Bill and Fran Gardner, Ned Klamfoth, Fred Jungbluth and Rebecca Criscillis (keeping the scores accurate).

This year’s two-day event ended with the six top competitors from the men’s’ division vying for first
place overall. The final ranking included: Gildardo Quiroz, 6™ place; Jesse Hessley, 5™ place; Brandon Ab-
rojena, 4™ place; Miguel Sotelo, 3" place; Jacob Claassen, 2™ place; and first place going to Straun Ed-
wards. For the women’s’ division, the ranking was as follows: 2" place Shauna Cozad and 1% place to
Rhonda Wood.

This year we had a lot of industry support in the form of prize donations and monetary contributions. A
couple of the strongest contributors were Husqvarna and Bee Tee Equipment in coordination with DJ
Hendrix at Hendrix saw for the donation of an awesome chainsaw for the first place prize, along with gear
bags and other goodies for the top competitors. Followed very close behind by Western Tree and Land-
scape, Bailey’s, Echo (Golden Eagle Distributing), and the list goes on.... The complete list of sponsors is
too long to include here; visit our website for a more comprehensive list of sponsors, as well as photos of the
event: www.cal-arb-association.com.

I have competed in several Western Chapter competitions, helped to coordinate four consecutive CAA
Climbing Invitationals, and enjoyed each one of them. As the years accumulate, |1 am able to look back at
how far my climbing skills have advanced because of that. | have been able to form many great relation-
ships with other climbers, business owners and vendors. From them I have learned new techniques, and
tried out different equipment. | encourage and challenge everyone to give it a try the next time they see an
entry form arrive in your mail box. It can seem a bit overwhelming or perhaps intimidating at first, but once
you get a competition behind you, you will wonder why you waited so long to do it!

Sincerely, Fred Frey President
California Arborists Association Inc.




Women Climbers Going
Out on a Limb!

PRESS RELEASE

You might have heard whispers of a small
group of dedicated women getting together
to form a training and networking group -
the 2007 TCC Women’s Champion Rhonda Wood
has been working to gather interested
women climbers or supporters to add to her
mailing list. Currently the Western Chap-
ter ISA’s Jose Mercado along with CAA mem-
ber & 2007 TCC Men’s Champion Chad Brey
and many others are providing support and
are helping to spread the word.

The CAA 6th Annual Climbing Invitational
provided a great opportunity for the women
to get to know each other better —do some
climbing and make plans for the future!

Feel free to contact Rhonda if you would
like to get involved
Rhonda.wood@disney.com

@.m TREE Fﬂﬁr&
Greetings!

I am thrilled to introduce
the Sacramento Tree Founda-
tion's new LEAF (Leading
Education & Awareness in
urban Forestry) Program.
This is an excellent opportunity not only
for community members, but for profession-
als and educators to become more involved
in creating the best urban forest possible
for the Sacramento Region. We are putting
out the call for interested and qualified
individuals to act as members of the pro-
gram's Steering Committee or as Instructors
of the core material which will include
various aspects of tree biology, ecology
and urban arboriculture. Join us in chang-
ing the landscape and mindscape of the Sac-
ramento area's urban forest!

hﬂ%ﬁa

Feel free to contact me with any questions
or requests for additional
information.

Thank you, Laura Burris

Education Program Manager

201 Lathrop Way #F Sacramento CA, 95815
(916) 924-8733 x123 |Fax: 924-3803
www.sactree.com <http://www.sactree.com>

Peter Sortwell named Entrepreneur of the
Year by East Bay Business Times

Congratulations to long time CAA member
Peter Sortwell, President of Arborwell in
Hayward, CA for his accomplishment as 2007
Service Entrepreneur of the Year by the East
Bay Business Times.

Way to go Peter!

Membership Networking

Denise,

This summer | had an extraordinary
amount of limb failures on Valley
Oaks. This is not your every now and
then “Summer Limb Drop” - I’'m
talking lots! Are you aware of any
others experiencing the same thing?
Just curious.

Thanks,

Paul Dubois @ Of the Woods
Calistoga, CA

(707)942-0818




BULLETIN BOARD

CRANE FOR SALE
1985 International flatbed, 55 ft. Stinger boom, 11 ton maximum capacity, low mile-

age. Looks good, runs great. $15K 415-472-7105 FX: 415-721-2470

Denise:

Gloria Cordle from the California Association of Tree Trimmers & Landscapers
asked me to give you a heads up on some outreach materials we have available on
our web page. http://www.arb.ca.gov/portable/perpact/outreach.htm

You will find materials that you can print and copy that can be sent to your mem-
bers notifying them of some opportunities to register older equipment. There are also
materials briefly explaining the Portable Equipment Registration Program
(PERP). Some of these materials are translated in Spanish.

On the Portable Equipment web page you can find instructions on how to fill out
application forms and obtain current registration fees among other information about
PERP. http://www.arb.ca.gov/portable/perp/perp.htm

The follow up on the outreach program has been transferred to the portable equip-
ment registration section.

Please check out our web page and outreach materials as they may be helpful for
your association.

For further information regarding the program, please contact the Statewide Reg-
istration Program Information Line at (916) 324-5869 or via e-mail at port-
able@arb.ca.gov fax (916) 324-5864.

Thank you,
Wayne Sobieralski

Thank you for offering the free posting in the bulletin. Here is the job description which can also be found on the ISA
Job Bank: Executive Sales Position - Estimator Southern California - will relocate for the right candidate. Immediate
opening for experienced arborist for outside sales. No climbing required. ISA Certification plus. Background in esti-
mates, planting, tree removals, and hazard assessments preferred. Call 1-888-869-0932 ext 4 for further details. Salary:
80-100k+ base plus commission and incentive bonuses D.O.E. Contact: 5800 Brodie Lane Suite 1021—Austin, TX
78745 1-888-869-0932 ext. 4 (Dustin) or email your resume to dustin(@captoris.com

RAPIDLY GROWING TREE SERVICE IN SEATTLE AREA NEEDS HELP!

Grow with us! We urgently need more arborists and tree climbers, as well as ground crews! Our pro-

fessional tree service is rapidly expanding in the Seattle area, with crews working all year with resi-

dences, corporations, apartment complexes, parks, arboriculture associations, insurance companies,

and cities in King and Snohomish Counties. Lots of trees in the beautiful green Pacific Northwest!

Our highly qualified General Manager has been in tree care services for over 25 years and is a Certified Arborist and a
climber. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree with honors in the Science of Biology with an emphasis on Ecology at
Washington State University. We would love to hear your thoughts. Email us at superior_nw@comcast.net or call 1-
877-775-TREE.

Marie Bjorklund @ SUPERIOR NW TREE CARE




CAA NEWS

The California Arborists Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 3416
Napa, CA 94558

Address correction requested

2008 TENTATIVE WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

2.9.08 Annual Dinner & Awards

2.9.08 On Tree Life Forms—Calistoga
2.22.09 Climbing Skills—Benicia

3.8.08 On Tree Life Forms—Calistoga

3.28.08 WCISA/CAA Tree Biology—SFSU
4.12.08 On Tree Life Forms—Calistoga
4.30.08 WCISA/CAA Pre-Conference Workshop “Palms” - San Jose, CA
6.06.08 Beginner Climber / CTW Prep—Concord
7.11.08 Climbing Skills—Santa Rosa
7th Annual Climbing Invitational (Organizer Needed)

Contact Fred Frey—707-953-9494 or
Administration Office—707-224-8269




